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NC RWQ Program Mission
ñTo protect the public health by monitoring the quality of North Carolinaôs 

Coastal recreational waters and notifying the public when bacteriological 

standards for safe bodily contact are exceeded.ò



NC Recreational Water Quality 

Monitoring
¾ Spring 1996 the Natural Resource Defense 
Council labeled NC a ñBeach Bumò state 

¾ Program began in June of 1997

¾ October of 2000 - EPAôs Beach Environmental 
Assessment and Coastal Health  (BEACH) Act 
was passed.

¾ BEACH Act requires that all coastal states monitor 
swimming waters and be fully compliant by April 
2004. NC compliant since Oct. 2002.



RWQ Overview

¾ Monitors coastal recreational waters including 

ocean beaches, sounds, bays and estuarine 

rivers.

¾ Rules do not give the SSRWQ authority to close 

beaches or monitor inland waters.

¾ The state health director and county health 

directors do have the authority to close beaches if 

necessary.



Funding

¾ Annual budget is approximately $540,000

¾ $240,000 NC state + $300,000 EPA grant

¾ 3 Regional Labs

¾ 17 Personnel 





Tier Based Monitoring

¾ Categorized based on usage during the swimming 
season ïApril 1 through October 31

ƺTier I:  Daily Use

ƺTier II: Average Use (3 Days / Week)

ƺTier III: Average Use (4 Days / Month)

¾ All these areas are monitored on a reduced 
schedule during the off season ïNovember 1 
through March 31






