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A Plan to Restore a River in Trouble:
The White Oak River

Coastal Training
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Pivers Island,
Beaufort
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White Oak Snapshot

AOnce the last relatively
unblemished jewel on the coast

A48 miles long, drains 1,200
square miles and 12,000 acres
of estuaries in Jones, Onslow
and Carteret counties

AHome to five distinct
ecosystems: bottomland
hardwood forest, red cedar
forest, brackish marsh, tidal
cypress swamp and tidal
freshwater marsh
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Water Quality Problems

The White Oak has been

discovered

APopulation increased 50% since
1990

A82% increase in urban land use

Grim arithmetic ek
A42 percent of the™r

shellfishing due to bacteria State monitoring indicates increased runoff
contamination from urbanization is probably delivering

AOther areas close temporarily more bacteria to adjacent shellfish waters.
after rain
AAlmosttwo-t hi rds of the riveros

11,239 acres of shellfish beds are
considered Animpaired -@fNoﬂhCaroIinuCousml Federation
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“Impaired” Waters

Under the federal Clean
Water Act, much of the lower
White Oak is considered

Ai mpairedo because |
meet its intended use for

harvesting clams and oysters _
and isnét |ikely to
current state rules and =
programs. These waters ‘ .
appear on the stat : -
list, and North Carolina is
obligated under the law to
devise a plan to bring them
back to state standards.
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Seeking a Remedy

!

Partners Plan

AN.C. Coastal Federation AStudy four watersheds in the lower
Arown of Cedar Point White Oak

AN.C. Department of Transportation Aetermine the sources of bacteria
AN.C. Division of Water Quality Mevise plans that suggest remedies
AU.S. Environmental Protection Anpply for grant from EPA under
Agency Section 319 of the Clean Water Act
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